I look from officer to officer. They are nothing more than hunters. "Who are you to tell me whether or not I am allowed to be a child of God?" "You're sicker than most, at this point, " the young man says, and the others close in, moving to encircle me. "We could tell when we picked up signals of an abnormally excited IPL. We are here only to help cure you of your … delusions. "
"By forcing me to conform?" I let a laugh escape despite the tears pooling in my eyes.
If this is a test, God, let the heathens deliver to me all the humiliation and fear they wish. In your name, I can absorb any pain.
"In accordance with the Common Sense Law, Sir, we must take you in and convert you. Please don't fight it. " "Faith means believing in something when common sense tells you not to," I reply, looking around. No one is moved. "And faith gives me a warmth that no amount of common sense ever will. Don't take this away from -" Suddenly I feel a sharp sting in my neck as one policeman plunges a syringe into me.
"I'm sorry, " the young policeman says.
"Fill out the paperwork, will you?" a male voice says, before its owner clears his throat. "We'll have it delivered to his home in a few days, after his mind adjusts. My eyes close, as I search for the familiar sense of warmth that sweeps into my chest at His acknowledgement, a reassurance that faith is not something that science can remove. No hacking or cutting from the hands of a mere man can separate me from you, Lord.
I refuse to believe it -I will not, cannot.
And yet, there is nothing but the phantoms of silence.
Tears feel like they are falling from my eyes, stinging the sides of my cheeks. But my face remains dry.
So this is what it feels to be part of a whole. This is emptiness, loneliness, eating and ripping at the rim of your heart. "Did you hear me?" the doctor's voice bleeds into my thoughts. "How do you feel?" I blink and focus in on the reality before me and, realizing that even the surrounding colour in the world has dimmed, tell him: "My God has forsaken me. He has left me defenceless in a world populated by the lost and lonely. " 
